Florida A&M University Regulations

4.010 Authorization of Academic Programs
1. Authorization of New Academic Degree Programs

(a) Academic degree programs may be added for various reasons, including but not limited
to emerging areas, market demand, a change in the strategic direction of the University,
the discipline, or the profession. A recommendation for the addition of any academic
degree program shall be reviewed by the faculty of the program involved; the
administrative head of the unit, institute, school, or college in which the program is
located; appropriate university committees, the Faculty Senate and the Provost. The
Provost will forward a recommendation to the President, who will report to the Board of
Trustees for action. The Board of Trustees has the responsibility for the addition of
degree programs at the bachelor’s, master’s, advanced master’s, and specialist degree
programs and also the responsibility to recommend to the Board of Governors, the
addition of professional and research doctoral programs.

(b) The University will engage an external consultant to review all Doctoral degree program
proposals. In reviewing new degree programs for approval, the Board of Trustees will
consider the criteria specified by the Board of Governors and costs. If a proposed
program duplicates another program already offered within the State University System
(SUS), units seeking approval of the program must provide evidence of discussions held
with the offering institution of the potential impact of the proposed program and reasons
to substantiate duplication of the program.

(¢) Inreviewing and approving new degree programs, the Board of Trustees shall determine
the extent to which the proposed programs will contribute or further economic
development within its local community as well as the State of Florida and its alignment
with the Board of Governors Areas of Programmatic Strategic Emphasis.

(d) The University will utilize the SUS degree proposal format for all new degree programs
to ensure that the Board of Governors criteria are adequately addressed. The University
will notify the Board of Governors, and the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools
per substantive change requirements of approval of degree programs by the Board of
Trustees.

(e) The University shall adopt a formal process for determining which new programs the
University will explore during the strategic plan cycle. Further, the University shall adopt
a formal process for adding academic programs, which includes appropriate curriculum,
financial, and administrative review. This process shall be reviewed by the Faculty
Senate, and approved by the Provost and the President.
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2. Authorization of Other Academic Curricular Offerings

The following sections outline the requirements and processes for establishing program
majors, minors, concentrations and certificate programs.

(a) Program Major

il.

jii.

iv.

Vi.

The concentration of coursework a program major offers allows students to gain a
significant level of expertise in a discipline. A program major is an organized
curriculum offered as a major area of study that is part of an approved or proposed
degree program and does not constitute sufficient, distinct coursework, faculty, and
instructional resources to be considered a separate degree program. A program
major must be reasonably associated with the degree program under which it is
offered and share common core or prerequisite courses with other majors within the
same degree program. A program major will not be recognized as a stand alone
degree program at the university, will not be included in the State University System
Academic Degree Program Inventory, and will not be assigned a separate CIP Code,
but will be subsumed under the CIP code of the degree program under which it
resides.

A program major at the baccalaureate level consists of a minimum of 27 semester
credit hours in the discipline. In order for majors within the same degree program to
be established and qualify for a separate major code, they must differ from any other
major by at least 15 semester hours of distinct coursework.

A program major/concentration/specialization at the master’s level consists of a
minimum of 18 semester credit hours of graduate level course work in the area of
study.

A program major at the specialist level consists of a minimum of 18 semester credit
hours of course work in the area of study and additional graduate level credit hours
beyond a master’s in the field as determined by the academic department.

A program major/concentration/specialization at the doctoral level consists of a
minimum of 24 semester hours of graduate level course work in the area of study.
The number of credit hours that must be taken by a student transferring to FAMU
with a master’s degree from another institution will be determined by the faculty in
the FAMU program.

Approval and Termination of Program Majors: New program majors will be approved
using the university procedures which provide a format and process to be followed,
including review by the college, school or institute curriculum committee, the Dean
or Director, the Dean of Graduate Studies in the case of graduate programs, and the
Faculty Senate. The Provost reviews the proposal and makes a recommendation to
the President, who is authorized to approve program majors. Program majors may be
terminated with the same reviews and approvals that pertain to their
implementation.

(b) Program Minor
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I

il.

iil.

iv.

A program minor enables a student to develop a secondary level of expertise in an
area of study in addition to his or her major program of study. The minor cannot be
in the same area as the major program of study. A minor is an organized curriculum
that is offered as part of an individual student’s degree plan and which enhances or
complements the degree to be awarded in a manner that leads to specific educational
or occupational goals. Such curricula offerings will not be assigned a CIP Code and
will not be included in the State University System Academic Degree Program
Inventory as a stand alone academic program at the University.

A program minor at the baccalaureate level consists of a minimum of 15 and no more
than 21 semester credit hours.

A program minor at the master’s, specialist and doctoral level consists of a minimum
of 12 and no more than 18 graduate semester credit hours of course work defined by
one or more units in an academic unit outside of the major.

Approval and Termination of Program Minors: New program minors will be
approved using the University procedures which provide a format and process to be
followed, including review by the school, college or institute curriculum committee,
the Dean or Director, the Dean of Graduate Studies in the case of graduate programs,
and the Faculty Senate. The Provost is authorized to approve program minors.
Program minors may be terminated with the same reviews and approvals that
pertain to their implementation.

(c) Program Concentrations, Areas of Emphasis, Tracks

il.

iil.

iv.

Concentrations, areas of emphasis, tracks, etc. are any organized curriculum that is
offered as part of an individual student’s degree plan and which enhances or
complements the degree to be awarded in a manner that leads to specific educational
or occupational goals. Such curricula offerings will not be assigned a CIP Code and
will not be included in the State University System Academic Degree Program
Inventory as a stand alone academic program at the University. The preferred term
at FAMU to describe such an element of a program is “concentration” although the
terms “area of emphasis” or “track” may also be used.

A program concentration, at the undergraduate level, consists of 12-15 semester
credit hours of coursework in the discipline.

A program concentration/major/specialization at the graduate level is a coherent
program of study requiring depth of knowledge and represents a major portion of the
graduate program. It consists of a minimum of 18 credit hours of course work in the
area of study at the master’s level and 24 credit hours of course work in the area of
study at the doctoral level.

Approval and Termination of Program Concentrations, Areas of Emphasis, Tracks:
New program concentrations, areas of emphasis or tracks will be approved using the
University procedures which provide a format and process to be followed, including
review by the school, college or institute curriculum committee, the Dean or Director,
the Dean of Graduate Studies in the case of graduate programs, and the Faculty
Senate. The Provost is authorized to approve program concentrations, areas of

4.010 Authorization of Academic Programs
Page 3 of 4



emphasis and tracks; they may be terminated with the same reviews and approvals
that pertain to their implementation.

(d) College Credit Certificate Programs

i.  College credit certificate programs consist of an organized curriculum of college
credit courses offered as a distinct area of study that leads to specific educational or
occupational goals, and for which the University awards a certificate upon
completion. College credit certificate programs may consist of courses that are part
of a degree program or distinct courses that are created outside of any degree
program. Students currently enrolled in a baccalaureate program or who already
possess a baccalaureate degree from an accredited institution, may pursue a college
credit certificate at the undergraduate level. Individuals who possess a baccalaureate
degree from an accredited institution may pursue post-baccalaureate certificate
programs at the graduate level. Certificate programs will not be assigned a CIP Code
and will not be included in the State University System Academic Degree Program
Inventory as a stand-alone academic program at the University.

ii.  Certificate programs must consist of a minimum of 12 and no more than 15 semester
hours of credit.

iii. =~ Approval and Termination of College Credit Certificate Programs: New certificate
programs will be approved using the University procedures which provide a format
and process to be followed, including review by the school, college or institute
curriculum committee, the Dean or Director, the Dean of Graduate Studies in the case
of graduate programs, and the Faculty Senate. The Provost is authorized to approve
certificate programs, and they may be terminated with the same reviews and
approvals that pertain to their implementation.

(e) Continuing Education Programs

i.  If anew degree program is offered only through continuing education, there should
be an adequate rationale for doing so, in accordance with Board of Governors
Regulations. Programs offered through continuing education are governed by BOG
Regulation 8.002 on Continuing Education.

3. Acopy ofthisregulation shall be made available to the Board of Governors, Office of Academic

and Student Affairs.

Specific Authority: Article IX, Section 7(c), Florida Constitution, BOG Regulation 1.001., History-New
2-29-08; Amended; Amended 3-26-12.
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